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AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3329 
E. O. 11652: ADS 1/1/74 
TAGS: PFOR, XE, KS 
SUBJECT: ASPAC 

REF: TAIPEI 3025 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER KIM TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT ASPAC 
MINISTERIAL MEETING WOULD NOT BE HELD THIS YEAR SINCE 
CONTINUED ROC PARTICIPATION APPEARED TO BE INSURMOUNTABLE 
OBSTACLE TO PARTICIPATION OF A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 

2. ROK WANTS TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY SUCCESSOR REGIONAL 
BODY, BUT TO OUR KNOWLEDGE IS NOT NOW ACTIVELY MOVING 
TO ORGANIZAE SUCH AN ORGANIZATION. ROK OFFICIALS HAVE 
HOWEVER BEEN DISCUSSING WITH OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE 
REGION POSSIBILITIES ( E. G. EXPANSION OF ASEAN) WITHOUT, 

TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, ANY CONCRETE PROPOSAL EMERGING. 
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